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ANNUAL REPORT
CITY OF BIDDEFORD
For Fiscal Year 
Beginning December 1st, 1937 
And Ending November 30th, 1938
MAR 1 3 1940
Mayor
W IL F R ID  L A N D R Y
M A YO R ’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS
^Another year has gone on, and the voters of the city on 
December 20th selected a mayor and eleven Councilmen to 
conduct the business of the city for the ensuing year. There 
is also past the Christmas season when the spirit of the mes-
sage from on high, "Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward 
Men, ” enters into the hearts of us all, and we rejoice with 
our neighbor, and we are filled with gratitude for the many 
favors that have been extended to us. W e now enter into a 
new year and we gather here to inaugurate a new government 
of the people, and to listen to the inaugural address of the 
newly-elected mayor of our city whose duty it is, at this 
time, to point out the errors of the past, and to make recom-
mendations for the better conduct of the government in the 
future. This duty devolves upon me today and I ask your 
generous cooperation and assistance.
A  number of new members have been elected to serve with 
those of you, who have been members of the previous board, 
to assume the burden and responsibility that may come to us 
during the year, and I trust, that the same faithful service 
that was given by members of the previous boards, will be 
given the people by you. It is perhaps needless to remind you
that while you have been elected by a majority of the elec-
*
torate, that while this is a partisan government, your duty is 
to act for the best interests of our people as a whole. Since 
the Democratic Party came into power in 1935, each board 
has been confronted with problems of considerable magnitude 
which have been solved in a way which not only brought 
credit to themselves, but which have been approved by all of 
our people; as is evident by the large majority given our 
candidates during the last three years.
Three years ago that administration was confronted with 
the most serious financial tangle in the history of our city. 
They accepted this burden manfully and redeemed the credit 
of the city which at that time was verging upon bankruptcy.
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This has been referred to many times, but nevertheless I feel 
that the newly-elected members of every government should 
be reminded of this condition which was so disastrous to
*
S
our city.
*i
Later we were confronted with the tax problem; a matter 
that was handled in a most efficient manner and which 
brought a greater degree of prosperity to our city. I desire to 
bring you back to a period just prior to the municipal election 
in 1936. At that time the tax controversy was uppermost in 
the minds of the people who were fearfully in doubt as to 
their future, and I wish to refer to the invitation sent out by 
the late Mayor Mitchell that the businessmen, professional 
men, laborers, and all others who might be able to attend to 
gather at the city council rooms to listen to an important 
announcement. At that hour the chambers were filled with 
people, likewise the corridors of the building, so that many 
were unable to enter. The mayor made his announcement 
that the Peppered tax controversy had been settled. If any of 
you were present at that meeting you will remember the 
cheers that rang through the building. Everyone was happy 
and as that gathering flowed out into the streets within a 
short time, in every home in the city the mayor and the city 
government were commended joyously for work well done. 
At the election which followed shortly after, people responded 
and elected Mayor Mitchell by the greatest majority ever 
given a mayor in this city, and the referendum which was 
submitted to the people, which bound the taxpayer to pay his 
proportional part of that abatement granted, was approved 
by a vote of four to one. It was difficult to make the assess-
ment that was necessary to pay that abatement, but I wish at 
this time and in this public manner to commend the Board of 
Assessors for the excellent work done. That the settlement 
of this question was of great material benefit to all of our 
people, I wish to call to your attention the increased employ-
ment which has been given by the Pepperell Manufacturing 
Company after that agreement was made. From a force of
7approximately one thousand operatives this company reached 
a peak of employment of approximately thirty-five hundred 
wage earners, and our business, and our real estate were 
enhanced in value. This period of prosperity continued dur-
ing the first ten months of 1937, and I feel safe in saying 
that the payrolls in our city were the greatest of any year in 
our history. I refer to this to remind you that this year also 
this abatement must be given, and that the city will be neces-
sarily deprived of that amount of revenue to run the different 
departments. We must cut our garment according to the 
cloth. It is, however, my purpose to have in mind a restric-
tion in outlay consistent with the proper efficiency in these 
departments in order that we may accomplish a reduction in 
the tax rate this year. With your cooperation along this line 
I am satisfied that-this can be done; in how great a measure I 
am not able to state at this time. This, no doubt, depending 
somewhat upon the condition of unemployment which seems 
to be evident at the beginning of this year.
The record of the past administration is an excellent one. 
The year closed with every bill against the city paid, and a 
cash balance of $37, 024. 81, a reduction in the debt of the city 
of $42, 940. 19. There was no waste in the expenditure of the 
taxpayer's money. In line with the policy inaugurated some-
time ago, I request the attendance of the heads of the differ-
ent departments at the meetings of the city council, so that a 
statement may be had each month of expenditures, and an 
outline of the program of these departments for the follow-
ing month. This has been a very efficient manner in checking 
the activities of the heads of different departments, and in 
keeping them in line with the appropriation made for these 
departments. In accordance with the power given me by the 
new charter, of supervision of these departments, and the 
suspension of any subordinate officer, without the consent of 
the government, I wish to give notice that I will exercise this 
power if in my judgment it becomes necessary to do so.
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8S c h o o l  D e p a r t m e n t
The Board of Education is a department created by the 
legislature, members of which board are elected directly by 
the people and are responsible to them. This Board is neces-
sarily outside of the control of the city council. It must be to 
all intents and purposes a non-partisan institution. The selec-
tion of teachers, the courses of study in our schools must be 
completely in the hands of this Board, and I feel that I can 
say truthfully that for the past three years at least, there has 
been no interference by the city council in the conduct of this 
department. Political affiliation, race or creed have not in 
any way entered into the deliberations of this Board. This is 
as it should be. The matter of finances, however, is. still in 
control of the city government, and I feel that while a pro-
gram of too strict economy is not in accordance with the 
public desire, that there will be that cooperation necessary by 
the members of this Board, in order to bring about a saving 
whenever possible.
P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t
This department is also in charge of a Board of Police 
Commissioners, these being elected by the people. This 
department is functioning at a very high rate of efficiency. 
We have had various degrees of crime, but no more than an 
average which would happen in a city of this size. The effi-
ciency of this department has been definitely shown by the 
reason of the solving of these crimes and the criminals 
punished. It is evident that Biddeford is not very attractive 
as a home for racketeers. Members of the police department 
as a whole command the respect of all of our people.
W. P. A. D e p a r t m e n t
I wish to call your attention to the report of the supervisor 
of the W. P. A. Department of our city. This department 
has been under excellent supervision, and during the year 
there has been 12,692 square yards of sidewalk constructed in
9different sections of the city. These sidewalks were very 
much in need, and by the building* of these, property in that 
particular locality has been enhanced thereby. A  project 
worthy of note in this work has been the removing of the eye-
sore that has existed for many years at the junction of South 
and Elm Streets; a wall of cement construction making this 
particular spot a thing of beauty, rather than one that has 
been an object of criticism for many years.
F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t
This department is under the supervision of a board of 
engineers. These men have been conscientious in supervising 
the activities of this department. There have been no serious 
fires in our city during the past year, and on account of the 
efficient work of this department the lives and property of the 
citizens of our city have been carefully guarded.
W e l f a r e  D e p a r t m e n t  
This department has become necessarily an expense to the 
city. By referring to the report of the clerk of the Board of 
Overseers of the Poor, I am happy to report that during the 
year 1937 there has been a saving in this department of 
approximately $50,000.00. On account of the large expendi-
ture of this department there naturally comes a certain degree 
of criticism, nevertheless it is incumbent upon the city to be 
considerate of our worthy poor. I feel that during this past 
year every application for aid which has been made to the city 
has been carefully investigated, and only those who have 
been actually in need and worthy of assistance have been fur-
nished aid. I feel that no taxpayer would wish to have any-
one deprived of proper food and clothing who is actually in 
want. The care of the unfortunate at the city farm is in good 
hands, and the inmates are given good food and are treated 
with proper consideration.
H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t  
During the year there have been no serious epidemics to 
endanger the health of our people. The city is in an excellent
10
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condition regarding cleanliness which necessarily means a 
reduction in disease, and I feel that our living conditions here 
are on a par with any city in New England. To make this 
locality more healthful, however, 011 account of an extremely 
bad and dangerous situation that has existed in the southern 
section of the city, on account of the backflow of water after 
excessive rains, I am extremely happy to announce that a 
project has been approved by the W. P. A. Department for 
the construction of a drainage system which will drain this 
entire area, and will relieve this condition which has been the 
cause of complaint for a number of years.
S t r e e t  D e p a r t m e n t
The Street Department has been handled in a very effi-
cient manner. This department is subjected necessarily to an 
additional expense that was not incurred some years past on 
account of the use of tar on our roadways. This expense I 
feel will be approved by the average citizen as it makes for 
better streets and highways, and removes a dust nuisance 
which was a complaint for many years. The streets have 
been kept neat and clean during the year. An added expense 
also, that has to be incurred each year, is that of snow 
removal, but this is a permanent outlay inasmuch as it allows 
the free movement of automobiles, and travel through our 
streets, and to and from our shopping districts.
As we rejoice on this day with our fellowman in all sin-
cerity we must, however, meditate upon the events of the 
past year. We have been favored for the past year with a 
prosperity that has perhaps never before been equalled in our 
city. This, however, has suddenly been changed. There is a 
cloud upon the horizon, and it is necessary that we carefully 
watch its progress. If it assumes the proportion of the storm 
then we must retrench, and still further retrench so that in 
the end we will have watched carefully the interests of every 
taxpayer whose contribution is the burden placed upon him 
by the law.
ECO N O M Y IN A L L  D E PA R TM E N TS M UST BE 
TH E  W A T C H W O R D  OF TH IS A D M IN IST R A T IO N .
/1 *
W e do, however, look with a certain degree of optimism to 
the future, and in behalf of this government and in my own 
behalf I wish to express my warm appreciation of the valued 
support generously given, and may we offer the supreme and 
confident hope that this new year will be a happy and pros-
perous one for all of our people.
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CITY GOVERNMENT
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Mayor 
W i l f r i d  L a n d r y
City Council 
Councilmen at Large 
F a b i e n  B l a n c h e t t e
M a u r i c e  A. C a b a n a  H a r r y  E. M c K e n z i e
C h a r l e s  L a l i b e r t e
Ward Councilmen
B e n j a m i n  F . Y o u n g Ward 1
W i l f r i d  A .  C o t e Ward 2
A r c h i l l e  C r o t e a u Ward 3
G e o r g e  L . L a n d r y Ward 4
T h e o d o r e  S h e v e n e l l Ward 5
A l f r e d  F . L e d o u x Ward 6
T h o m a s  P. M c G a r i t y Ward 7
Judge of Municipal Court 
Louis B. L a u s i e r
City Clerk 
A r m a n d  D u q u e t t e
City Solicitor
/
W i l l i a m  P. D o n a h u e
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City Treasurer 
W i l l i a m  E. S h a w
City Auditor
f
A l b e r t  E. P a r e
Board o f Assessors
T h o m a s  H. S i m p s o n , Chief Assessor 
L i n i e r e  D o y o n  J o h n  P . G a r t l a n d
Tax Collector 
S a u l  G a g n e
Health and Welfare
H e n r y  B o i s v e r t , Clerk of Overseers of the Poor 
J u l e s  M a r c o u x , Superintendent of the Homestead 
D r . J. R .  L a r o c h e l l e , Physician 
D r . O s c a r  P e r r e a u l t , Health Officer
Board of Education 
W i l f r i d  L a n d r y , Chairman 
Jo h n  J. D u n n  S u s a n  N. P i p e r
L o u i s  J. P a i n c h a u d  P a u l  F. G r a c e
Superintendent of Schools 
A .  A l t o n  G a r c e l o n , Jr .
Truant Officer 
P e r c y  C. M c K e e n
Police Commissioners 
A n t o i n e  A .  P e t i t , Chairman 
L e o  J o n c a s  A r m a n d  D u q u e t t e
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Chief o f Police 
R o d o l p h e  V a n a s s e
Captain of Police 
C l e m e n t  D e s c p i a m b e a u l t
Board of Engineers of the Fire Department
F r a n k  C a n t a r a ,  Chief Engineer 
N a p o l e o n  V e r r i e r ,  Firs Assistant Engin
T i m o t h y  A. FIayes, Second Assistant Engineer
Street Commissioner, District No. 4
A l b e r t  C a d o r e t t e
Trustees W 00diawn Cemetery
W i l f r i d  L a n d r y , Chairman 
G e o r g e  W .  B r i d g m a n  D a n i e l  Je l l e s o n
Superintendent of Burials 
F r e d e r i c k  D . R u m e r y
Milk Inspector 
H a r r y  F . D i n e e n
Electrical Inspector 
S a m u e l  L a c e r t e
Inspector o f Buildings 
T h o m a s  B l a n c h e t t e
• v .
Sealer o f Weights and Measures
E m i l e  L e s s a r d
Board of Registration o f Voters 
U l d e r i c  C o t e , Chairman 
J o s e p h  F . C u r t i s  J e r o m e  A .  M o r i n
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v ' REPORT OF TREASURER
November 30, 1938
Cash Balance, Novem ber 30,
1937 ................................................Taxes:
Current Year ...............................$630,187.50
Prior Years ................................  170,663.55
T ax Liens ...................................  26,897.95
T ax Deeds ..................................  1,788.04
Excise Tax .................................  22,600.07
Bank Stock T ax  .........................  1,560.26
Railroad and Telegraph Tax... 603.59
$ 37,024.81
Total ........................    $854,300.96
Miscellaneous:
Teachers’ Retirement Fund.... $ 361.95
Accounts Receivable ................ 3,505.69
D og  Licenses and Refunds .... 553.37
Total ..................................... 4,421.01
Departmental Receipts:
Administration ..........................  $15,430.80
Protection of Persons and
Property ..............    1,229.64
Health and Sanitation ............. 758.00
Charities ...................................... 10,792.51
Highways .................................... 4,541.85
Education .................................... 39,946.55
Library .........................................  170.00
Cemeteries .................................. 560.00
Interest on Taxes, Liens and 
Deeds ........................................  921.18
Total .....................................  74,350.53
Trust Funds and Income ........... 635.86
Temporary Loans:
Tax Anticipation Notes .......... 325,000.00
Total Receipts ...........
f
1,258,708.30
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Total Available ......... $1, 295, 733. 17
Warrants Paid ..........  1, 287, 187. 02
Cash Balance, N ovem ber 30,
1938  ...... ......      ' $8, 546. 15
Reconciliation of Bank Balance
Balance on Deposit, November 30 , 1938.. $ 6, 605. 81 
Add— Deposits Credited in December 24, 520. 34
--------------- $31, 126. 15
("ash Book Balance, November 30,1938..$ 8,546.15
Add— Checks Outstanding- ................ 22,580.00
--------------- $31,126.15
Comparative Balance Sheet
A s s e t s
1 Nov. 30, 1937 Nov. 30, 1938
Cash:
General ................................ ............$ 37,024.81 $ 8,546.15
Petty Cash .......................... 150.00
Uncollected Taxes: «
1938 ...................................... 81,460.90
1937 ..................................................  175,939.53 7,503.97
1936 ....................................... ...........  7,788.73 6,727.28
1935 ..................................................  7,366.30 6,730.58
1934 and Prior ...............................  108,080.33 108,065.33
Tax Liens:
1937 ..................................... 14,356.39
1936 ..................................... ............. 16,082.74 8,333.99
1935 ..................................... ............. 7,425.41 5,422.84
1934 ..................................... ............. 4,309.43 3,057.29
Tax Deeds:
1933 and Prior .................. ............. 19,341.65 17,553.61
Accounts Receivable:
Departmental ..................... ............. 3,561.94 8,304.04
Overdrafts— Deferred:
School Department ........... ............. 7,576.53 3,821.08
17
Sinking Fund:
-i
9
Savings Bank Deposits................. . 31, 353. 04 42, 344. 01
Trust Funds Invested:
Savings Bank Deposits................. 14, 654. 59 15, 059. 68
Total Assets ........................... . $440, 505. 03 $337, 437. 14
Net City Debt (See Com-
ments ) ............................... 450, 733. 42 417, 304. 70
i $891, 238. 45 $754, 741. 84
Comparative Balance Sheet
L i a b i l i t i e s
Nov. 30, 1937 Nov. 30, 1938
Bonds Payable:
Funding .......................................... . $297, 000. 00 $269,500.00
Refunding ....................................... . 325,000.00 325,000.00
High School A n n ex ...................... . 50,000.00 40,000.00
State Road ...................................... . 2,000.00 1,000.00
Temporary Loans:
Tax Anticipation Notes ............... . 75,000.00
Accounts Payable:
Hydrant Rentals ........................... . 18,232.44
State Tax— 1937 ........................... . 76,110.87
County Tax— 1937 ....................... . 25,482.43
State Tax— 1938 ............................
1 ■'-+ •
76,601.45
County Tax— 1938 ....................... 25,482.43
Unexpended Balances— Deferred :
School Department ....................... 6,900.40 1,736.33
Trust Fund Income ...................... 34.76
Woodlawn Cemetery .................... 822.96
Teachers’ Retirement Fund ......... 361.95
Trust Funds:
Principal and Income ................... 14,654.59 15,059.68
$891,238.45 $754,741.84
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Summary of Accounts, November 30,
Overdrawn
Administrative:
Armory ............................................ $ 642.14
Election Expense ...........................  1,697.48
General Expense ............................  1,059.78
City Building ...................................
Contingent .......................................
Salaries ............................................
Protection of Persons and Property:
Fire Department ............................
Police Department .........................
Hydrant Rentals ............................
Health and Sanitation:
Health Department ........................
Sewers and Drains ........................  656.87
Garbage Collection .........................  446.12
Waste Collection ............................  258.88
Charities :
Pauper Department .......................  35,500.66
Homestead .......................................  1,902.87
Mothers' Aid ...................................  111.00
Insane ...............................................  22.20
Highways:
Highway District No. 4 ................ 20,242.59
Newtown Road District ................ 46.11
Oak Ridge District ........................  4-4.15
Pool Road District ........................  12.74
Resurfacing Streets ......................  442.77
W . P. A .............................................  8,672.10
State Aid Maintenance ..................  753.60
Street Lights ................................... 26.31
Bridges .............................................
Fortune's Rocks District
Sidewalks ...... .................
Snow Removal ...............
1938
Unexpended
$ 697.30
10,746.32 
478.74
1,386.84
2,416.30
308.68
252.29
98.36
45.60
274.28
4,045.88
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Truck ............................................... 2,000.00
Ward 7, North ...................i........... 2.84
Ward 7, E ast..................................  5.63
Ward 7, West .................................  33.93
Education:
Textbooks ........................................ 341.48
Medical Inspection .........................  682.72
■ Supplies ............................................ 70.35
Insurance, Rent, Transportation,
etc............................................. ;.....\ 8,104.60
School Committee and Office
Expense ........................................ 726.93
Vocational ........................................  355.08
Apparatus and Equipment  1,428.25
Repairs .............................................  4,612.20
Recreation:
Parks ................................................  21.50
Cemeteries:
I
Woodlawn Cemetery .....................  1,128.54
Interest:
Interest .............................................
Unclassified:
Excise Tax ......................................  ■ 6,136.65
Overlay ................................   12,175.45
Bank Stock Tax .............................. 1,560.26
Railroad and Telegraph Tax ........ 603.59
Dog Licenses and Refunds  86.37
Abatements— General ....................  138.82
574.71
Total Unexpended .................  $46,153.11
Net Overdrafts to Net City 
Debt .....................................  ' 41,771.64
$87,924.75 $87,924.75
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Departmental Accounts Receivable,
November 30, 1938
1938 A c c o u n t s :
Pauper Department:
Other Towns ..........................................................$1, 309. 32
State of Maine ......................................................  5, 275. 56
City Building:
Rentals ....................................................................  555. 00
Sewers and Drains:
Sewer Permits ........................................................ 122. 00
Homestead:
Use of Equipment.................................................  35. 00
W. P. A .:
Curbing ...................................................................  972. 06
$8, 268. 94
Overpayments ............................................................... . 60
1937 A c c o u n t s :
Balance Outstanding ................................................  34.50
Total .....................................................................$8,304.04
BOARD OF SINKING FUND COMMISSIONERS
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  
o f  B i d d e f o r d : \
The following is a report of the Board of Sinking Fund 
Commissioners for the past four years :
Date Interest
Mar. 26,1935 $10,000.00
$ 25.00 to May 1, 1935 
150.38 to Nov. 1,1935 
Jan. 18, 1936 ,10,000.00
453.60 to Nov. 1,1936 
Jan. 7, 1937 10,000.00
337.00 to May 1, 1937 
387.06 to Nov. 1,1937
$10,025.00
10.175.38
20.175.38
20.628.98
30.628.98
30.965.98 
31,353.04
*Jan. 10,1938 10,000.00 41,353.04
468.21 to May 1,1938 41,821.25
522.76 to Nov. 1,1938 42,344.01
This amount of $42,344.01 is on deposit in the Pepperell
Trust Company, as evidenced by passbook number 15557.
Respectfully submitted,
%
M i c h a e l  J. B o l a n d , President, 
E d o u a r d  D e l o r g e , Secretary,
Louis B. L a u s i e r , Treasurer,
C ommissioners.
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ANALYSIS OF CHANGES IN NET CITY DEBT 
FOR THE 1938 YEAR
Net City Debt as Reported November
30, 1937 ..............................................  $482,086.46
Deduct:
Sinking Fund on Deposit 
November 30, 1937, Appli-
cable to the 1935-36-37
Years ...................................... ' 31,353.04
Net City Debt, Adjusted as of
November 30, 1937 ..........................  $450,733.42
A d d :
Abatements Allowed for 1935-
36-37 Taxes ..........................  $49,009.94
Adjustment of Tax and Lien
Accounts ................................ 285.67
Net Overdrafts for 1938 ........ 41,771.64
-----------------  91,067.25
$541,800.67
Less:
Adjustment of Tax Accounts $ 5.00
Bonds Retired ........................... 38,500.00
22
Notes Paid ................................  75.000.00
m'
Sinking Fund Payment ..........  10,000.00
Interest for 1938 Credited by 
Savings Bank to Sinking 
Fund Savings Account .......  990.97
-----------------  124,495.97
$417,304.70
Summary
Deductions ......................................... $124,495.97
Additions ...........................................  91,067.25
Net Reduction ..............................  $33,428.72
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CEMETERY TRUST FUNDS
November, 1938
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1, Chas. Beaumont 36W 1136 P $ 100. 00 $ 2 51 $ 2. 51 $ 100. 00
ya(M J E Brooks 21GW 2052 P 201. 25 5. 05 6. 30 200. 00
3. Jeremiah Bunker B-P 10308 B 671. 07 16 88 16. 88 671. 07
4. Ellen Burnham 487W 12286 B 50. 33 1. 26 1. 50 50. 09
5 Emeline Burnham 164W 2801 B 238. 02 5. 99 6. 00 238. 01
6. Horace Clark 243W 5874 B 76. 82 1. 91 3. 25 75. 48
7. Cleaves Poor Fund 5455 B 1, 407. 87 35. 40 1, 443. 27
S. Cleaves Fund 1151 P 461. 43 11. 60 11. 60 461. 43
9. Elizabeth Cole 310W 8779 B 212. 75 5 34 7. 00 211. 09
10. Celanise Crochieie St. J 11917 B 99. 19 2. 49 101. 68
11. Celanise Ciochiere St. J 11916 B 99. 19 2 49 101. 68
12. George B. Curtis 121W 14731 B 100. 51 2. 51 3 00 100. 02
13. Sarah B. Curtis 861W 5595 B 153. 60 3. S5 5. 00 152. 45
14. Amanda Davis 143 W 6180 P 200. 00 5. 02 5. 02 200. 00
15. Annie M. Dustin G18W 7832 B 50. 39 1. 27 1. 50 50. 16
1G. Emmons Fund 518 W 14000 B 101. 05 2. 54 3. 50 100. 09
17. Mary A. Farwell Ellis 8G 1121 B 104. 06 2. 61 4. 00 102. 67
18. W. M. T. Flanders G22W 1813 P 100. 00 2. 51 2. 51 100. 00
19. Wm. J. Graves 842W 8735 P 100. 00 2. 51 2. 51 100. 00
20. Sophia Harvey 89 VV 8736 P 150. 00 3. 76 3, 76 150. 00
21. Elizabeth B. Haines 158-9W 7231 P 200. 00 5. 02 5. 02 200. 00
22. Cynthia J. Flaynes 114W 12592 B 101. 38 2. 54 3. 50 100. 42
23. Ann R. Hamilton 270 G 13633 B 105.85 2.65 4.00 104.50
24. Eben Hill 160 W 9331 P 100.00 2.51 2.51 100.00
25. Albert O. Hill 870W 9160 P 200.00 5.02 5.02 200.00
26. Thomas G. Hill 407W 6816 P 100.00 2.61 2.51 100.00
27. Jennie M. Johnson 598W 5696 B 100.55 2.51 3.00 100.06
28. Mary Joy G68W 11179 B 101.11 2.54 3.50 100.15
20. Bcnj. A. Kenison 14 W 1054 B 215.44 5.42 6.50 214.36
30. Alveretta Littlefield U W 13800 B 101.11 2.54 3.50 100.15
O-fo  JL. Jack Emit Fund 152W 9512 B 226.61 5.69 7.00 225.30
*>*>* > Z . William Mason 320W 5986 B 105.12 2.64 5.00 102.76
o ooo . Ministerial Fund 8059 B 1,108.36 27.88 1,136.24
O  1O d b . Christine Murphy 858W 3812 B 50.00 1.24 1.24 50.00
35. Betsey Murray 557W 10203 B 297.82 7.47 7.00 298.29
36. Mary Me Whir ter 529W 10449 B 100.45 2.51 2.75 100.21
37. Eea\ iIt-Patrick 54GW 8297 P 100.00 2.51 2.51 100.00
38. Chas. Ricker 532W 10454 P> 100.45 2.51 2.75 100.21
30. Julia A. Ricker 541W 12083 B 75.67 1.89 2.25 75.31
40. Charles Smith 392W i:*3G0 B 101.85 2.55 3.50 100.90
41. Hannah Smith 317W 9487 B 110.48 2.77 5.00 108.25
42. Mary A. Smith 262-264W 5875 B 651.91 16.39 16.00 652.30
43. Tlios. D. Shur 221G 1827 B 104.10 2.61 4.00 102.71
/25
44. Hannibal D. Taylor DMR 1355 P 50.00 1.24 1.24 50.00
45. Goodrich and Wilson 23W 8195 P 100.00 2.51 2.51 100.00
46. Jane F. Webster 60W 2460 B 190.83 4.79 6.00 189.62
47. Abraham Kay 490W 20591 B 99.61 2.49 102.10
48. Jothram W. Benson 108 G 20690 B 104.14 2.61 4.00 102.75
49. Ida M. Witham 30 W 31114 Y 154.51 3.88 5.00 153.39
50. Lizzie Hutchins 124-5 W 10932 P 100.00 2.51 2.51 100.00
51. J. S. Hill 111W 31229 Y 150.06 3.77 3.75 150.08
52. George H. Stone 777W 31250 Y 100.34 2.51 2.75 100.10
53. John R. Bonser 130W 31357 Y 100.04 2.51 2.50 100.05
54. Mabel G. Chellis 829W 31691 Y 157.80 3.95 6.00 155.75
55. Georgia A. Warren 460W 31695 Y 211.00 5.30 10.00 206.30
56. George A. Anthoine 260W 31900 Y 150.60 3.78 4.25 150.13
57. Charles and Augusta Smith 382 vV 31903 Y 100.68 2.51 3.00 100.19
58. Wm. Elliott . 524W 31940 Y 150.06 3.77 3.75 150.08
59. Edwin H. & Minetta A. Dennett 269W 32064 Y 100.57 2.51 3.00 100.OS
60. Lois A. Drew Strout 211W 32097 Y 202.93 5.09 6.00 202.02
61. W. W. Center 830W 32450 Y 150.06 3.77 3.75 150.08
62. Clarence E. Huff 221W 32775 Y 100.31 2.51 2.75 100.07
63. Mary A. Thompson S85W 25076 B 202.99 5.09 6.00 202.08
64. Nellie M. Haley 836Wj 25291 B 100.31 2.51 2.75 100.07
65. Mary A. Day 446W 25310 B 309.69 7.77 10.00 307.46
66. Charles Staples 434W 33894 Y 100.04 2.51 2.50 100.05
67. Oren Foss 555 W 33801 Y 100.50 2.51 3.00 100.01
68. Anna D. Clark 472W 34118 Y 201.28 5.05 6.00 200.33
69. J. T. P. Waterhouse 103 W 34349 Y 100.77 2.53 3.25 100.05
70. Catherine Weymouth 538W 26605 B 50.00 1.26 1.25 50.01
71. D. O. Goldthwaite 102W 26750 B 200.00 5.03 5.00 200.03
72. John S. Fogg 171W 26953 B 200.00 5.03 5.00 200.03
73. Mary Haines 193 G, 27174 B 125.00 3.14 128.14
74. Flora M. Kay 490W 34672 Y 102.58 2.57 5.00 100.15
75. Henrietta Smith 19 6 W 34621 Y 200.05 5.03 5.00 200.08
76. Orindia F. Odall 249W 35446 Y 200.18 5.03 5.00 200.21
77. Nellie Tarbox 55 W 27355 B 100.00 2.51 2.50 100.01
78. Alice F. Gijpatrick 332W 15869 P 200.00 5.02 5.02 200.00
79. Adelbert E. Parker 3S7W 17416 P 100.62 2.51 3.13 100.00
80. Daniel Robie 874W 17470 P 200.83 5.04 5.87 200.00
81. Wallace H. Rich and Mary E.
Hussey 943W 17520 P 100.42 2.51 2.93 100.00
82. Elizabeth Smith 851W 
»
18425 P 150.00 150.00
i
Total on Deposit, November 30, 1937 $14,654.59
New Funds Deposited , 1938
83. Aaron O. Nason 48W 18157 P 300.00 1.87 301.87
84. Clara Emerson 845 W 18424 P 75.00 75.00
Interest Earned $305.95
Interest Withdrawn $335.80
Total on Deposit— November 00, 1938 $15,059.68
*
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
November 30, 1938.
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c i l , C i t y  o f  B i d d e - 
f o r d , M a i n e  :
Gentlemen:
In accordance with the school laws of Maine, 1 take 
pleasure in submitting the following report of the De-
partment of Education for the municipal year 1938.
All schools under the supervision of this Department 
have been in full operation during the year. Extending 
the policy of the Board to make instruction and grade 
placements in the Washington Street School comparable 
with the practice in the other schools of the system, the 
two classes combining grades three and four have been 
separated into one class of Grade Three and one class of 
Grade Four.
It is again recommended that a ventilating system 
from the pupils' dressing rooms, Emery School, be in-
stalled to replace the one removed under a W P A  project 
four years ago.
• .g
It is also recommended that a Jarge radiator be in-
stalled in the lower front hall of the Washington Street 
School, not only to heat this entrance, but to help warm 
the dressing rooms off the upper hall.
Aside from the above items, all school buildings are in 
very good condition and equipped with approved sani-
tary facilities. During this year many items of minor 
repair have been completed in the several schools, in-
cluding the renewal of steps at the Bradbury Street 
School, and the refinishing of desk tops in the Birch 
Street and the Elig'h School buildings. The Library, 
Home Economics rooms, and the Science laboratories at 
the High School were repainted throughout, and several 
other rooms and hallways were replastered and repainted 
as found necessary. The turret roofs at the High School
27
were made water-tight. Some blackboards were renewed 
in the Bradbury and the sixth grade room of the W ash-
ington Street schools. Blackboards were installed in the 
recently fitted room at the High School. W indow shades 
in several rooms of this building were renewed. Fixed 
desks and seats were installed in the seventh grade room 
of the Birch Street School, and additional folding chairs 
were provided for the assembly hall at the High School. 
The movable desk-chairs at Birch Street were taken to 
the Elm Street School to replace desks discarded as unfit 
for further use. Electric lights were installed in the Pool 
District school building. Flag pole was erected in the 
yard at the Washington Street School and dedicated 
with appropriate ceremony.
As anticipated last year, over-crowded conditions in 
the sub-primary grade of the Emery School necessitated, 
at the beginning of the current school year, a temporary 
re-assignment of teachers to provide an additional 
teacher at this school. T o  afifect this re-assignment, two 
rooms at the Washington Street School were combined 
under one teacher. This temporary and unsatisfactory 
condition should be corrected by the election of an addi-
tional teacher to the school system before the beginning 
of the coming winter term. I
Transportation facilities were continued, complying 
with plans carried out the previous year.
The ruling of the Department of Education relative to 
entrance into the sub-primary grade reads as fo llow s: 
uAny child five years of age at the opening of 
schools in September, or within two weeks 
thereafter, may be admitted to the school in that 
year, otherwise he shall not be admitted until 
September of the following calendar year.”
The following tabulation shows the pupil registration 
at the beginning of the current school year :
*
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The members of the teaching staff have efficiently con-
ducted their classroom instruction and have performed 
their several duties to satisfaction. The pupils, too, have 
•shown in all schools a splendid spirit of cooperation.
Teachers joining the Biddeford School System in Sep-
tember are :
High School— Frances Mayo, Holden, Mass., English; 
George F. Morin, Lee, Mass., Mathematics and Coach of 
Athletics.
Morrill School— Betty Tufts, Biddeford, Maine.
Elm Street School —  Mary A. Sylvester, Portland, 
Maine.
Music Supervisor— Marion B. Hawkes, Gray, Maine.
The following named teachers left the service in June 
by resignation: Maurice Rhuland, Ruth E. Sampson,
Mrs. Esther H. Parmenter, Dorothea M. Seidel.
There are now employed in the Public Schools of
Biddeford:
Teachers: High School 15
Elementary Schools 28 
Rural Schools 9
Special Subjects 8
Janitors: City Schools 6
Rural Schools 7
The school calendar for the year 1938-1939 follows:
School Calendar, 1938-1939
F a l l  T e r m  : (1 4  weeks)
Schools open Monday, September 12.
Holidays:
York County Teachers’ Convention, Thursday, O c-
tober 6.
' Columbus Day, Wednesday, October 12.
State Teachers’ Convention, Thursday-Friday, O c-
tober 27-28.
Armistice Day, Friday, November 11.
30
Thanksgiving Recess, Thursday-Friday, November
24-25.
Schools close Friday, December 16.
Vacation 1 week.
W i n t e r  T e r m  : (8  w eeks)
Schools open Tuesday, December 27.
Holidays:
New Year's, Monday, January 2.
Schools close Friday, February 17.
Vacation 1 week.
S p r i n g  T e r m  : First Half (7 weeks)
Schools open Monday, February 27.
One session Friday, April 7.
Schools close Friday, April 11.
Vacation J week.
S p r i n g  T e r m  : Second Half (8 weeks)
Schools open Monday, April 24.
Holidays:
Memorial Day, Monday, May 30.
Schools close Friday, June 16.
Total school weeks, 37.
Commencement Week, June 19-23 
There is submitted herewith the financial statement of 
this Department for the fiscal year, December 1, 1937, to 
November 30, 1938, inclusive, to be incorporated in the 
report of the City Auditor.
Again I take this occasion to express my sincere ap-
preciation to the Municipal Officers, and to the members 
of the Board of Education, for their deep interest and 
valuable assistance in all the phases of school work look-
ing to progressive education for the youth of our city.
Respectfully submitted,
A .  A l t o n  G a r c e l o n , Jr .
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W . P. A . DEPARTMENT
November 30, 1938.
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  B id d e fo r d ,  M a i n e :
It pleases me to give to you gentlemen, and to the 
public, a report of the work accomplished, through the 
W. P. A .  Department, for the City of Biddeford, Maine.
From the beginning of the fiscal year, December 1, 
1937, to November 30, 1938, we have received Federal 
money amounting to a total of $93,251.73. This was paid 
directly to our citizens, who were employed on various 
projects. As the City agreed to furnish all material, we 
were very fortunate in obtaining material amounting to 
$914.00 from the W orks Progress Administration.
The following is a list of Projects that were in opera-
tion December 1, 1937, or have begun since that date:
T H E  S E W IN G  R O O M  PR O JE CT was in operation 
December 1, 1937, with 41 people working, and it is still 
in operation with 77 people working.
T H E  SO C IA L  SE R V IC E  PR O JE C T was in opera-
tion December 1, 1937, and it is still in operation at thi§ 
date. This Project, distributing food and clothing, is a 
very g~reat benefit to the City.
T H E  BIRCH  ST. L E D G E  PR O JE C T was reopened 
December 4, 1937, with 45 men. This Project was to 
quarry  ^ and crush rock, which was to be used on side-
walks in the spring. Approximately 9,562 tons of rock 
were crushed, which made quite a saving, as the City had 
been paying $2.00 a ton for such in the past. This Pro-
ject is still in operation with 44 men.
T H E  ST R E E T S A N D  S ID E W A L K S  PR O JE C T
was reopened July 19, 1938, with 52 men. Since that 
time, we have covered approximately 8,050 4/9 square 
yards of asphalt sidewalks and roadwork, reset 1,718 ft. 
of old curbing and made 3,265 ft. of new cement curbing.
; / t
This Project is still in operatidn, but will close at the
end of the period, December 3, 1938. Some of the men
~ • > * , *•
will be transferred to the Birch St. Ledge and the rest 
will be transferred to the Storm Sewer Project.
A ; STO R M  SE W E R S PRO JECT was started on Jan-
uary 3, 1938, with 60 men. This drain will intercept all 
the surface water southwest of it, and carry it southeast
of the thickly settled part of the City to Westbrook.
*
Stone culverts have been constructed across Granite. 
Raymond, Leon, Hubert, Hanna, Hill, Westland and 
Forest Streets, and a cement pipe culvert across W est 
Street. Six farm bridges have been constructed. 1,860 ft. 
of bottom and sides have been paved with stone to pre-
vent erosion and 220 ft. of 42-inch cement pipe has been 
laid. A  concrete dam has been constructed to reduce the 
grade and prevent excessive washing of the bottom and 
banks. 425 ft. of walled ditch has been constructed in 
places where a ditch with sloping sides would have 
caused too much property damage. This project is still 
in operation with 58 men working. In the past, after a 
rainstorm, the above mentioned streets would be flooded, 
but this drain project alleviates this condition and, as can 
readily be seen, is of great help to the City.
I wish to thank those who have helped me in the ad-
ministration of my department.
I am also submitting a report of expenditures for each 
Project operated under my supervision.
33
Yours respectfully,
C o n r a d  T. F o r t i e r .
C T F /M C
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W . P. A .
November 30, 1938.
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  B i d d e f o r d , M a i n e : 
Gentlemen:
W e respectfully submit the following report, which is 
from December 4, 1937, to November 30, 1938:
Administrative .......................................... $ 2,584.77
Dress Factory ............................................  4,155.49
Social Service ............................................  193.82
Birch Street Ledge............................   4,834.28
Streets and Sidewalks..............................  5,889.71
Storm Sewers ............................................  7,286.81
March 30, 1938, Warrant No. 1 7 A .......  19.80
Total  .................................................$24,964.68
Appropriation ............................................  $15,000.00
Credits ......................................................... 1,292.58
Total $16,292.58
Overdraft $8,672.10
Very truly yours,
C o n r a d  T. F o r t i e r .
W . P. A . EXPENSES
December 4, 1937, to November 30, 1938
Administrative
Miscellaneous 
Office Supplies
Travel .............
Salary .............
$ 11.3712.20 
81.20 
2.480.00
Total $ 2,584.77
Dress Factory
Office Supplies, Stationery  ................... $ 12.26
Hardware ................................................... 66.89
Trucking .................................................... 44.50
Thread .......................................................  255.54
Material, Percale, etc................................. 2,708.47
Other Supplies .......................................... 534.12
Repairs ...................................    2.85
Salary .........................................................  400.42
Miscellaneous ............................................ 43.66
Electrical Fixtures .................................... 42.87
Labor ..........................................................  2.6.75
Lumber ......................................................  16.32
Plumbing Material .................................... .84
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Total ...................................................  $
Social Service
Telephone and Telegraph........................  $74.06
Lights .......................................................... 33.39
Miscellaneous ............................................  84.67
Office Supplies...........................................  1.70
Total ........................... v....................... $
Birch Street Ledge
Dynamite .................................................... $ 536.39
Hardware .................................................... 591.62
Miscellaneous ............................................. 2,028.14
Gasoline and Oil .......................................  514.96
Salary ..........................................................  408.00
Lumber .......................................................  38.71
Trucking .....................................................  43.98
Small T o o ls ................................................. 32.23
Repairs ........................................................  73.05
Power ..........................................................  556.20
Lights ..........................................................  11.00
4,155.49
#
193.82
Total $ 4,834.28
36
Streets and Sidewalks
/
Salary .........................................................  $ 250. 75
Equipment Rental ...........................   983. 33
Miscellaneous ............................................  65. 46
Trucking ................    1. 23
Tools  ..................................    63. 25
Lumber  .................................................  112. 81
Hardware ..........      153. 61
Gasoline and Oil ........................................ 345.37
Cement ......................................................   765.80
Sidewalk Comp, and Asphalt .................. 3,122.50
Labor ........................................................... 25.60
Total ...................................................  $ 5,889.71
Storm Sewers
Hardware ................................................
Salary ......................................................
j
Trucking .................................................
Miscellaneous .........................................
Land Damage .........................................
Lumber ...................................................
Cement ....................................................
Equipment Rental .................................
Gasoline and Oil .....................................
Sharpening Tools ..................................
Repairs ....................................................
Tools ........................................................
Total ................................................
f  • * i   ^ • • • • • »
Grand Total ...........................
$ 357.98 
287.75
53.68 
3,181.85 
2,075.00
212.15
429.90
487.00
44.69 
73.35 
30.75
' 52.71
$ 7,286.81
$24,944.88
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS PROJECT FOR 
DIFFERENT SECTIONS IN THE CITY .
July 19, 1938, to November 30, 1938 
Asphalt Sidewalks and Roadwork
Square Yards
Washington St., around Schoolhouse  ..........  362-1/3
Harding St., from Graham to Prospect.................. 1,300
Adams St., from Jefferson to end of street  1,347
Granite St., from Hill to Culvert ........................  3,615-1/9
Spruce St., from Elm to Hazel ................................  273
Hazel St., from St. Mary’s to Spruce/  ...........  165
Pike St., from Cross to Water  ...............................  782
Lafayette St., from Pool to R iver ............................  860
Cleaves St., from Lafayette to e n d ..........................  306
Porter St., from Alfred to Foss ...................... ........  247
Prospect St., between Porter and M yrtle................ 64
Hill St............................................................................. 86-2/3
Pool St................    169-1/3
Oak St............................................................................  473
Total square yards ..................... ......................... 8,050-4/9
Resetting Old Curbing peet
Adams St........................................................................  480
Spruce St........................................................................  270
Hazel St..........................................................................  230
Pike St............................................................................. 220
Porter St.........................................................................  205
Prospect St.....................................................................  243
Myrtle St......................................................................  70
Total number of feet .........................................  1,718
Making New Cement Curbing
Granite St.......................................................................  2,2294
Lafayette St....................................................................  7671
Cleaves St  ...............................................................  179
Adams St......................................................................... 89
Total number of feet ........................................... 3,265
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AM O U N T OF PAYROLL RECEIVED FROM THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNM ENT FOR DIFFERENT 
PROJECTS
Dress Factory ...............................................................$31,468.61
Birch Street L edge ......................................................  21,185.77
Streets and Sidewalks.................................................  11,429.81
Storm Sewers ............................................................... 29,170.54
Total .......................................................................$93,254.73
REPORT OF POLICE DEPARTM ENT
November 30, 1938.
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  B o a r d  o f  P o l i c e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s : 
Gentlemen:
The annual report for the year ending November 30, 
1938, is hereby submitted to you in accordance with our 
City Ordinance. Herein will be found a statement and 
summary of the different cases treated by the police 
department this year.
Our Police Force consists of a Chief, one Captain, one 
day desk officer at police station, one night turnkey at 
police station, one traffic officer at night, nine patrolmen, 
three in the daytime and six at night, six special police 
officers used for Sunday work, parks, dances, circuses, 
etc.
This police, force covers an area of twenty-five square 
miles of territory and attends to the safety of twenty 
thousand inhabitants in this C ity ; also attends to traffic 
duty, which has been increasing for years.
\\
The appropriation by the City Council 
for the year ending November 30,
1938, was ...............................................$22,000.00
Credits  ................      3,096.83
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Total appropriation ..........................  $25,096.83
The expenditures for the Police Depart-
ment from December 1, 1937, to 
December 1, 1938, are as follows:
Salaries .............................................. $20,462.61
Gasoline and oil ..............................  373.64
Supplies .............................................  38.95
Telephone ..........................................  1,040.61
Lights .............................  46.27
Garage and taxi service...................  41.75
Repair on equipment .......................  56.92
New equipment ................................. 401.78
Miscellaneous .................    201.00
Ice ....................................    15.00
Total expenditures ...................  $22,680.53
Balance unexpended .......  $2,416.30
Number and nature sof cases prosecuted in the Municipal
*
Court are as follows : ML
Assault and battery..............................................................  18
Assault upon an officer........................................................  1
Improper registration ..........................................................  2
Arson .....................................................................................  1
Intoxication and disturbing the peace............................... 23
Intoxication ...........................................................................  194
Idle and disorderly person................................................... 1
Indecent exposure ................................................................. 1
Armed robbery ......................................................................  1
Forgery ................................................................................... 2
N on-support .......................................................................... ' 3
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Reckless driving ...............      .d  3
Assault with attempt to ravish................................  1
Operating a barber shop without a license ......................  2
Having a loaded rifle in an automobile  .............     1
Larceny .................................................................................  26
Drunken driving .........................................    22
Breaking and entering ......................................     14
Speeding ...............................................................................  6
Malicious mischief ...............................................................  1
Hitchhiking ...........................................................................  1
Hit and run driver ............................................................... 1
Driving without an operator's license ..............................  4
Crime against nature............................................................ 1
Juvenile delinquencies ......................................................... 9
Total number of arrests and prosecutions............... 338
Other cases and emergencies taken care of by the Police 
Department:
Lodgers taken care of at Police Station .............................1,108
Store windows left open at night....................................... 39
Store doors left unlocked at night..................................... 305
*
Local stolen cars ..................................................................  21
Out-of-town cars reported stolen ...................................... 93
Cars recovered by the department..................................... 27
Breaks reported to police ...................................................  24
Stolen bicycles ......................................................................  11
Brownings ............................................................................. 1
Sudden deaths on the streets .............................................  1
Children returned home from out of tow n ......................  7
Gasoline pumps found unlocked at night........................  19
Fires discovered by officers at night.................................. 2
Insane cases ..........................................................................  5
Pulmotor calls ......................................................................  1
Lights left burning at night in stores and offices .....   25
Escaped convicts apprehended ...........................................  2
Merchandise left outside and taken to station bv the
«
I41
cruising car at night ....................................................... 31
Maternity cases taken to hospital by the cruising car  7
Automobile accidents from December 1, 1937, to 
December 1, 1938, reported to the station.................... 437
> * . .  ft
Persons taken to hospital by the officers  .................  23
Persons taken to a doctor by the officers  ......................  17
Persons injured in automobile accidents..........................  46
Suicide by hanging  .........................................................  2
Suicide by shooting.............................................................  1
Murder ..................................................................................  1
All fire alarm calls responded by police c a r ....................
Total ................................................................................2,256
The Police Department has returned to the Citizens of 
Biddeford and out of town upon their own valuation and 
their signature in the police records the amount of 
$11,176.71 of stolen and lost property.
I wish to take this occasion to express a proper appre-
ciation for the good work done by the Captain and all of , . . . ‘
the Police Officers throughout the year.
1 sincerely wish to thank the Police Commissioner and 
the Judge and Recorder of the Municipal Court for their 
hearty cooperation and also each and every one con-
nected with the Police Department.
Respectfully submitted,
R o d o l p i i e  V a n a s s e ,
Chief of Police.
%
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REPORT OF LIBRARIAN
T o  t h e  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  M c A r t h u r  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a -
t i o n  :
The year has been marked by important improvements 
m the library’s physical equipment. New book racks, a 
fine display case for rare items, an initial supply of chairs 
of better pattern, and a splendid new exhibit gallery, 
have all been added. The Children’s Room has been 
completely remodeled, redecorated and much enlarged; 
a good beginning has been made on the essential mod-
ernization of the book stock. In all these improvements 
the public has taken great interest, and has made its 
approval evident by a much heavier use of the library. 
The books taken for home reading reached this year theo
highest total in the library’s history.
The exhibit gallery with its modern lighting has given 
opportunity for numerous displays having unusual his-
toric and artistic interest. A set of pictures illustrating 
the folk-life of Quebec in olden times was followed by a 
group of Maine paintings done by Maine artists, and by 
a series of excellent posters created by Biddeford school 
children. Another exhibit dealing with Biddeford ships 
and sailors was followed by one covering nearly a cen-
tury of Biddeford newspaper history, and this by a third 
display showing the growth and development from early 
days of Biddeford’s fire department. This fireman’s 
exhibit drew marked attention and it is hoped that mate-
rial can be found to illustrate the historv of other city
mu' **
departments in similar way. There is constant need to 
have Biddeford’s historic background and tradition kept 
fresh and vivid for new citizens, and for oncoming gen-
erations. The library’s exhibit plans are designed to 
meet that need.
In this connection the librarian wdshes to express his 
thanks for the excellent co-operative spirit he has met in
43
all city departments with which he has had contact dur-
ing the year. Willing courtesy, uniform helpfulness, 
have both been steadily evident and greatly appreciated. 
Financial report for the year is as follows:
R e c e i p t s
From City of Biddeford.............................. $4,250.00
From State of M aine...................................  170.00
------------- $4,420.00
E x p e n d i t u r e s
Books ...............................................................$1,008.27
Magazines ......................................................  31.10
Binding ..........................................................  98.67
Index services .....   63.00
Light ...................    279.70
Salaries ............................................................ 2,801.02
Supplies .......................................................... 112.77
Telephone ........................................................ 25.47
--------------$4,420.00
Librarian’s Petty Cash Account:
R e c e i p t s'  *
Cash on hand, November 30, 1937 ............ $ 19.14
Fines collected ...............................................  268.18
Collected for lost books ............................... 9.75
Deposits by non-residents ............................ 43.00
Service charges— non-resident ...................  4.75
Junk  I.  22.17
Gift  ...............................................................  5.00
Miscellaneous ................................................. 3.25
-------------- $375.24
E x p e n d i t u r e s  
For books and magazines ............................. $154.00
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Exhibits  ...........    45. 75
Postage .......    23. 79
Expressage  ..............................................    5. 67
Supplies ........       61. 31
Labor  ..........................................................  3.35
Repairs ....................    6.90
Deposits refunded ......................................... 20.00
Miscellaneous ................................................  12.16
Cash on hand, November 30, 1938 ............. 42.31
-------------  $375.24
Submitted,
D a n e  Y o r k e ,
Librarian.
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REPORT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
*
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  B i d d e f o r d :
Gentlemen:
In compliance with the City Ordinance, I have the honor 
of submitting for your consideration the Annual Report of 
the condition and operation of the Fire Department for the 
fiscal year ending November 30, 1938.
Organization
Engine Co. No. 1, Engine Co. No. 2, Ladder Co. No. 1, 
Hose Co. No. 2.
Permanent Force
Chief engineer, 1st assistant engineer, 2nd assistant engi-
neer, 1 lieutenant, 2 enginemen assigned to Engine .1 and 
Engine 2, 1 relief engineman, 1 chauffeur, 1 tillerman as-
signed to Ladder 1, 1 chauffeur for Hose 2, 1 reliefman for 
Hose 2, 2 hosemen assigned to Hose 2.
Call Force
3 captains assigned to Engine 1, Engine 2 and Ladder 1. 
3 company clerks. (
21 hosemen assigned to Engine 1 and Engine 2.
10 laddermen assigned to Ladder 1.
1 steam engineer assigned to Engine 3.
Apparatus
The equipment of the Fire Department November 30, 
1938, consisted of motor apparatus as follows:
1 Engine 1, Ahrens-Fox, 750 gallons per minute. Booster 
hose and pumper.
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11 Engine 2, Ahrens-Fox, 1, 000 gallons per minute. Booster 
hose and pumper.
1 Ladder 1, Ahrens-Fox, 75-foot Aerial Ladder Truck 
with following equipment: 347 feet ladder, ladder pipe used 
as water tower, 1 inhalator and equipment, 1 life net (rope), 
and 1 army stretcher.
1 Hose Truck, combination Hose 2, hose and booster 
(Chevrolet).
1 Hose Truck, Hose 1, hose and deck gun (G  M C).
1 Steam Engine, No. 3, 700 gallons per minute capacity, 
drawn by Hose 2.
2 Portable Forest Pumps, capacity 100 gallons per minute.'J i
Hose
There are 700 feet of 1-inch rubber hose, distributed as 
follows: Engine No. 1, 200 feet of booster hose; Engine No. 
2, 200 feet of booster hose; Hose Truck No. 2, 200 feet of 
booster hose. In reserve, 100 feet of 1-inch booster hose, 150 
feet of f-inch booster hose.
There is on hand at fire headquarters at the present time 
the amount of 9,900 feet of 24-inch rubber-line, cotton-jacket 
fire hose. All of this is double-jacket hose. 2,800 feet of 14- 
inch rubber-line cotton-jacket fire hose, double-jacket hose 
for forest fire work.
The amount of 24-inch hose distributed outside the City 
limits is as follows: At the City Plomestead 500 feet, Bidde-
ford Pool Fire Station 500 feet, corner of 4*001 and Guinea 
Road (George Piper) 500 feet.
Chemical (Pony Tank)
There are 12 3-gallon pony extinguishers distributed on 
fire apparatus, 9 soda and acid types, 3 of the fire-foam types; 
also 4- Pyrene extinguishers, 1 Fyre-Freez extinguisher.
Bought
1,000 feet of 14—inch hose for forest fire work.
47
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1 forest pump for forest fire work.
1 segment and arm for hydraulic expanding machine to 
repair l|-inch hose.
1 new battery for Engine No. 1.
1 new battery for Hose Truck No. 2.* /
1 new booster nozzle for Engine No. 1.
1 new extension ladder for Hose No. 2.
1 new roof ladder for Hose No. 2.
13 pairs of firemen's storm boots.
12 new firemen's rubberized coats.
12 new forest fire tanks for forest fire work.
1 new 6-blade fan for Engine No. 1 to replace the 4-blade 
one, which was badly needed.
19 window shades to replace the old ones, which were badly 
needed.
Improvements
All fire alarm boxes were painted and varnished.
All windows, doors, skylights and coping on the fire sta-
tion were painted.
All the fire alarm wiring in attic was taken down on the 
second and first floors.
Built a new sound-proof patrol booth for the deskman.
Built a new patrol box for fire alarm system. When a fire 
alarm box comes in the station, instead of marking down the 
number of the box with a crayon on a blackboard, like we 
used to do, now all the deskman has to do is to read his tape 
and press down a switch and the number of the box lights up.
All this work was done by the permanent men of the Fire 
Department during the year at no labor cost to the City of 
Biddeford. The City bought the material and the men did 
the work.
Repairs on Truck
All valve springs in No. 1 Engine pump were replaced 
with new ones. Bearings in all connecting rods in Engine 
No. 1 were renewed.
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Wiring
Renewed about 1 mile of old iron wire and replaced it 
with new No. 10 copper wire. We also replaced about 2,000 
feet of No. 14 wire, which was badly needed. There is still 
more old iron wire to be replaced in different parts of the 
City.
Fire Alarm System
-  ' * • .  • '  • • • •* * .
Fire alarm system is in good working order at the present 
time.
Expenditures from December 1, 1937, to
November 30, 1938 \
Salaries .......................................................$22,267.13
Gas, light and power ................................. 313.06
Telephone ..................................................  160.16
Water .......................................................... 115.56
Office supplies ...........................................  22.80
Gasoline, grease and o i l ...........................  190.65
Coal .............................................................  779.02I  ^ •
Fire alarm system.....................................  480.00
Equipment .................................................  1,346.69
Truck repairs .............................................  247.31
Building repair ..........................................  135.60
Janitor supplies .........................................  334.40
U. S. Post Office, freight and express  51.06
Insurance ....................................................  787.15
Repairs on equipment............................... 15.84
General supplies ........................................  186.16
Painting equipment ...................................  59.43
Ice ........................    16.68
Laundry ......................................................  .60
Meals ...........................................................  .45
Total expenditures for fiscal year
1938 .................................................  $27,509.75
*50
Amount of appropriation ........................ $28,700.00
North Kennebunkport .............................  100.00
Credits ........................................................  96.59
Total ...................................................  $28,896.59
Expenditures ..................................... 27,509.75
Balance unexpended ................ $1,386.84
Work of the Fire Department from December 1,
1937, to November 30, 1938
Fire Department responded to a total of 389 calls during 
the year. Of these:
Box alarms...................................................................... 63
Telephone alarms .............................................................  277
Still and verbal .................................................................  20
Automatic sprinkler  ....................................................... 1
False alarms ........................................    3
Special calls, such as to open doors, take down cats
from trees, put rope on flagpoles.......................  37
Send aid to the following:
North Kennebunkport ................................................  8
Saco ...........................................................................   2
Cover up fire station, S a co ..................................  3
Number hose lines laid ...................................................  33
Number feet of 2|-inch hose laid at fires .......  13,000
Number feet of lj-inch hose laid at fires ..................  1,750
Number feet of ladder raised at fires.........................  3,170
Number hours engine worked at fires..........................  14
Number pony tanks used at chimney fires...........  15
Number fire-foam used at gasoline and grease fires.... 2
Number of times Pyrene used at gasoline and grease
fires ................................................................................. 13
Number of times C. O. Two fire extinguisher used .... 1
Number of times booster used at fires .........................  204
Number of times inhalator used by Fire Department 6
H51
Fire Losses in City
V a l u a t i o n
Value of buildings..................................................... $696,787.25
Value of contents ......................................................  140,237.78
Total value on both ...........................................$837,025.02
X
I n s u r a n c e
Insurance on buildings ............................................. $529,525.00
Insurance on contents ...............................................  68,233.30
Total insurance on both ...................................$597,758.30
L o s s e s
Insurance loss on buildings ...................................... $22,215.39
Insurance loss on contents ....................................... 8,948.58
Total insurance loss on both ..........................  $31,163.97
L o s s e s  I n s u r e d  a n d  U n i n s u r e d
Loss on buildings ....................................................... $24,250.39
Loss on contents......................................................... 14,036.08
Total losses on both in City and outside City 
limits ...............................................................  $38,286.47
Insurance and Losses to Fires Outside City Limits
Value of buildings .....................................................  $35,065.00
Value of contents .......................................................  6,733.00
Total on both ......................................................  $41,738.00
Insurance on buildings .............................................. $23,000.00
Insurance on contents................................................ 4,400.00
Total insurance on b o th .....................................  $27,400.00
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I n s u r a n c e  L o s s e s
Insurance loss on buildings ..................................... $7,907.41
Insurance loss on contents......................................  1,054.50
Total loss on both .............................................  $9,501.91
L o s s e s  I n s u r e d  a n d  U n i n s u r e d
Loss on buildings ......................................................  $ 9,000.91
Loss on contents ........................................................  2,042.50
Total loss on both .............................................  $11,709.41
Valuation of Buildings
Total in City and outside City limits ..................... $090,787.25
Outside City limits ..................................................... 35,005.00
In City ................................................................ $001,722.25
I n s u r a n c e
Total in City and outside City limits..................... $529,525.00
Outside City limits ..................................................... 23,000.00
In C ity ..................................................................$500,525.00
4
I n s u r a n c e  L o s s e s
Total in City and outside City limits......................  $22,215.39
Outside City limits ....................................................  7,907.41
In City ................................................................  $14,307.98
L o s s e s  I n s u r e d  a n d  U n i n s u r e d
Total in City and outside City limits.....................  $24,250.39
Outside City limits ..................................................... 9,666.91
In C ity ...................................................................  $14,583.48
/
/
Valuation of Contents
Total in City and outside City limits...................... $140,237.78
Outside City limits.................................................... 6,733.00
In C ity .................................................................$133,504.78
}  .
I n s u r a n c e
Total in City and outside City limits..................... $68,233.30
Outside City limits ...................................................  4,400.00
In C ity ................................................................. $63,833.30
* ' * ‘ * : ’ . 
t I n s u r a n c e  L o s s e s
Total in City and outside City limits .................... $8,948.58
Outside City limits ....................................................  1,654.50• .<
In C ity ...............i................................................. $7,294.08
L o s s e s  I n s u r e d  a n d  U n i n s u r e d
Total in City and outside City limits...................
Outside City limits ................................................ .
In C ity .............................................................
Recommendations
In my recommendations for the year 1937-1938, printed in 
the “ Annual Report,” was included a new pumping engine 
and a Chief’s car.
In the past four years about 450 buildings and garages have 
been erected, but no additions have been made in automotive 
units in the Fire Department. The expansion program rela-
tive to building construction is now becoming serious. The 
department has a great area to cover and is approximately 
40 square miles.
Life and property must be protected regardless of the cost 
of that protection, for the public must be served.
$14,036.08
2,042.50
$11,993.58
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The next item that must be explained is the respective 
ages of the five motor units now at the fire station. The 
G M C, or Hose No. 1, is 21 years old. The Chevrolet, or 
Hose No. 2, is 7 years old. These two units are relics and 
have served their usefulness. Engine No. 1, or the 750-gallon 
per minute pumper, is 14 years old ; and Engine No. 2, or the 
1,000-gallon per minute pumper, is on its 11th year; and the 
Aerial Truck is on its 13th year.
Replacements for Hose No. 1 and Hose No. 2 are desirable 
for it is necessary that something must be done to offset these 
two old trucks.
The heavy duty pumping engines have given fine service at 
some of our serious fires, but this past year more service has 
been required of the heavy duty pumping engines, due to fre-
quent breakdowns of Hose No. 1 and Hose No. 2, and I do 
seriously recommend another pumping engine to be bought as 
soon as possible.
Herein I do publicly thank the Honorable Mayor and mem-
bers of the City Council for their cooperation, also the mem-
bers of the Fire Department, the Chief of Police and his 
officers, the Street Commissioner and his men, for their 
whole-hearted support in times of need.
Respectfully submitted,
F r a n k  C a n t a r a , Acting Chief, 
Biddeford Fire Department.
i
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WELFARE DEPARTMENT
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  :
I respectfully submit the following as a true and correct 
report of the expenditures of the Welfare Department for 
the fiscal year ending November 30, 1938.
When the Welfare Department closed its books, the Depart-
ment had 532 cases representing 2,044 people. The Depart-
ment also took care of 38 State wards, 21 cases of aid to 
dependent children, 22 children boarded in private homes, 17 
children in orphanages, 6 aged cripples in private institutions 
and 5 aged and crippled State cases in private homes.
Fiscal Year Ending November 30? 1938
Appropriation ........................................ $65,000.00
Credits ....................................................  33,214.30
Total ..................'............................. $ 98,214.30
Expenditures ................................. 133,714.96
Overdrawn ............................ $35,500.66
Groceries  ...........................................  $76,949.63
Mo. a l l ..................................................... 2,711.13
Fuel oil ..........    11,890.36
Milk .........................................................  381.29
Shoes and clothing................................ 3,956.31
W ood (buying, selling, delivering) .... 4,324.44
Rent ......................................    6,425.16
Board and ca re ......................................  7,298.53
Doctors ....................................................  4,605.05
Prescriptions .........................................  993.66
Hospitals ................................................. 1,387.40
Sanitorium .............................................. 789.99
State wards ............................................. 4,562.90
Undertakers ............................................ 778.00
Transportation and m oving................  611.90
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Miscellaneous (inv. car, printing, sys-
tem, parcel post, office supplies,
lights, telephone) .............................  395.91
Biddeford paupers out-of-town .........  2,908.30
Case workers ......................................... 2,745.00
Total expenditures .......................  $133,714.96
A i d  t o  D e p e n d e n t  C h i l d r e n
Appropriation ........................................ $5,000.00
Expenditures .........................................  5,111.00
Overdrawn .................................... $111.00
I n s a n e  D e p a r t m e n t
Appropriation ........................................  $500.00
Credits ..................................................... 52.20
Total ...............................................  $552.20
Expenditures ................................. 574.40
Overdrawn ............................  $22.20
H e n r y  B o i s v e r t , Clerk, 
Overseers o f the Poor.
I
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THE HOMESTEAD
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  
o f  B i d d e f o r d  :
I have the honor of submitting for your approval the 
following report of the City Homestead for the fiscal year 
ending November 30, 1938.
Products Raised at Homestead
Potatoes ............................200 bu.
String Beans   30 bu.
Kidney & White Beans 29 bu.
Tomatoes ..........................  17 bu.
Turnips .............................. 50 bu.
Carrots ...........................  42 bu.
Beets ..............................  60 bu.
Corn  200 doz.
Cabbage    800 lbs.
H ay  .................................. 65 tons
Number of Inmates at Homestead at Close of Each
Month
December ................................ 38
January ....................................  41
February ................................. 39
March ......................................  43
April .........................................  36
May ........................................... 36
June ........................................... 29
July ............................................ 27
August .....................................  27
September ............................... 32
O ctober  ...................................  38
N ovem ber ............................... 41
3 Horses 
2 H ogs  
27 Hens
Stock at Homestead
6 Cows 
1 Heifer
Farm Implements
Sulky P low  
Manure Spreader 
Spring H arrow  
Corn Planter
1 
1 
1 
1
2 Horse Rakes
1 M ow ing  Machine
2 Single Harnesses 
2 Double Harnesses
1 Double W ork in g  Sled
1 Double  W ork in g  W a g o n
2 W alk ing Plows
2 Cultivators 
1 W eeder  
1 H orse  H oe  
1 Double Hayrack 
1 Single Hayrack
1 W o r k  Rack
2 Hitching Falls 
1 Platform Scale 
1 Disk H arrow
1 Market W a g o n  
1 Single Dum p W a g o n
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Furniture at Homestead
38 Beds 1 Ice Chest
100 Chairs 1 Barber Chair
1 Clock 1 Set Dishes
1 Electric Washer 6 Tables
2 Kitchen Stoves Electric Refrigerator
I have delivered 4,148 quarts of milk to families receiving 
aid from the Welfare Department, from April to the close of 
the fiscal year.
Financial Statement
Appropriation .................................................$6,000.00
Credits ............................................................ 41.76
Cash credits, sale of produce ......................  23.38
Refund for board and care .........................  46.50
Account receivable ........................................  35.00
Total ................................................................  $6,146.64
Total expenditures ................................ 8,049.51
Overdraft ...............................................  $1,902.87
I wish to thank the Honorable Mayor and members of the 
City Council for the splendid cooperation given me during 
the year.
Respectfully submitted,
J u l e s  M a r c o u x ,
Superintendent.
I '
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MILK INSPECTOR
*
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
I herewith respectfully submit my report for the year 1938.
Calls at stores, producers, farms and dairies .................. 465
Calls at office.........................................................................  149
Licenses approved ................................................................ 237
Licenses refused ................................................................... 9
Licenses revoked .................................................................. 3
The milk, cream and butter produced for local consumption 
is of a high standard, and general conditions of dairies and 
dairy equipment is quite satisfactory.
H a r r y  D i n e e n ,
.  ’
Inspector.
BUILDING INSPECTOR
Total permits for 1938 .........................................  141 permits
Remodelling ................................................................. 54 permits
New buildings............................................................. 87 permits
T h o m a s  B l a n c h e t t e ,
i
; Building Inspector
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DEPARTMENT OF W EIGHTS AN D  MEASURES 
Report for the Year Ending November 30, 1938
Sealed Condemned Total
Platform, over 5,000 lbs...............f / ......  8 0 8
Platform, under 5,000 lbs............. ......  61 3 64
Counter scale ................................. ......  59 2 61
Beam scale ...................................... .....................  13 0 13
Spring balance ............................... ......  90 6 96
Computing scale platform) ...... ......  160 8 168
Slot weighing scales ...................... ......  20 2 22
Oil meters ....................................... ......  21 2 23
Liquid measures ............................ ......  93 1 94
Gasoline pumps ............................. ......  123 7 130
Oil measuring pumps .................... ......  19 1 20
Yard measures .............................. ......  21 2 23
Respectfully submitted,
E m i l e  J. L e s s a r d ,
Sealer of Weights and Measures.
ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR
H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l : 
I herewith submit my report for the year 1938.
One hundred ninety-seven inspections of electrical instal-
lations were made and one hundred ninety-seven permits 
were granted.
Respectfully submitted,
S a m u e l  L a c e r t e , 
Electrical Inspector.
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BOARD OF ASSESSORS
November 30, 1938.
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  :
. -  • ; * • I
Gentlemen:
We herewith submit a list of abatement of taxes by the 
Board of Assessors during the fiscal year ending November 
30, 1938.
For S a u l  G a g n e , Collector of Taxes for 1938
Pepperell Mfg. Co.— Real Estate  ................ $21,297.00
Pepperell Mfg. Co.— Personal .................................. 21,297.00
General Real Estate Abatement................................. 1,750.63
General Personal Abatement ................................... 338.19
/
Total .......................................................................$44,732.82
Respectfully submitted,
T h o m a s  H . S i m p s o n ,
L i n i e r e  D o y o n ,
J o h n  P. G a r t l a n d ,
Assessors for the Year 1938.
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T A X  COLLECTOR
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l :
I herewith submit my report as Collector of Taxes for the
fiscal year 1938.
1938 Taxes
Commitment:
Real estate:
Resident ......................................... $382, 828. 52
Non-resident .................................. 198, 261. 80
Supplemental— 1st .......................  825. 91
Supplemental—-2nd ......................  63. 70
----------------- $581,979.93
Personal:
Resident .........................................  $40,360.15
Non-resident ................................. 71,796.52
Supplemental— 1st .......................  448.35
Supplemental— 2nd ......................  2.45
-----------------  112,607.47
Polls .................................................... $16,815.00
Supplemental ................................. 246.00
-----------------  17,061.00
Total committed to Collector $711,648.40
C r e d i t s
Real estate:
Cash collections ................................. $496,949.45
Abatement— Pepperell ....................  21,297.00
Abatements— General ......................  1,750.63
Uncollected November 30, 1938 ......... 61,982.85
----------------- $581,979.93
Personal:
Cash collections ................................. $81,980.23
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Abatement— Pepperell .................... 21,297.00
Abatements— General ...................... 388.19
Uncollected November 30, 1938 ........  8,942.05
-----------------  112,607.47
Polls:
Cash collections ................................  $ 6,525.00
Uncollected November 30, 1938 ........  10,536.00
-----------------  17,061.00
Total accounted f o r .................. $711,648.40
S u m m a r y
Commitment .............   $711,648.40
Cash collections ................................. $585,454.68
Abatements ................,....................... 44,732.82
Uncollected November 30, 1938 ......... 81,460.90
$711,648.40
Excise Tax
Collected and remitted to Treasurer $22,600.07
1937 Taxes
R e a l  E s t a t e  T a x e s
Uncollected November 30, 1937 ........ $135,659.95
Adjustment ........................................  2.00
Supplemental .................................  64.40
Total ......................................................  $135,726.35
Cash collections .................................  $77,372.73
Tax liens ............................................  28,730.09
Abatements— Biddeford and Saco 
Water Co.........................................  25,300.00
. . [ I *  , 4
Abatements— Other .........................  4,323.53
Total $135,726.35
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P e r s o n a l  T a x e s
Uncollected November 30, 1937 ........
Cash collections ................................  $ 9,663.24
Adjustment ........................................ 28.00
Abatements— Biddeford and Saco
Water Co........................................  18,312.80
Abatements— Other .........................  679.57
Uncollected November 30, 1938 ........  2,859.97
Total ...........................................
P o l l  T a x e s
Uncollected November 30, 1937 ........  $8,736.00
Supplemental ................................   456.00
Total ...........................................
Cash collections ................................. $4,452.00
Abatements ........................................  96.00
Uncollected November 30, 1938 ........ 4,644.00
Total ...........................................
S u m m a r y
Uncollected November 30, 1938:
Personal taxes ................................... $2,859.97
Poll taxes ...........................................  4,644.00
Total ...........................................
% •
1936 Taxes
Personal
Uncollected November 30, 1937 ......... $3,204.73
Supplemental .....................................
Total ...........................................  $3,204.73
Cash collections ................................. $ 564.80
$31,543.58
$9,192.00
$9,192.00
$7,503.97
Poll
$4,584.00
12.00
$4,596.00 
$ 372.00
$31,543.58
Abatements .......................................  4.64 129.00
Adjustment .......................................  3.01
Uncollected November 30, 1938   2,632.28 4,095.00
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Total .......................................... $3,204.73 $4,596.00
1935 Taxes
Uncollected November 30, 1937 ........ $3,187.30 $4,179.00
Supplemental .................................... 6.00
Adjustment ........................................ 3.00
Total ........................................... $3,187.30 $4,188.00
Cash collections ................................ $ 255.32 $ 225.00
Abatements ........................................ 2.40 162.00
Uncollected November 30, 1938 ........ 2,929.58 3,801.00
Total ...........................................  $3,187.30 $4,188.00
Respectfully submitted,
S a u l  G a g n e ,
Tax Collector.
f
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AU D ITO R ’S REPORT
December 10, 1938.
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  W i l f r i d  L a n d r y  a n d  M e m -
b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l , C i t y  o f  B i d d e f o r d , 
M a i n e  :
G entlcm en :
Pursuant to your request by Council Order, dated Novem-
ber 17, 1938, we have examined the records of the City of 
Biddeford as kept by the Treasurer, Tax Collector and City 
Auditor for the municipal year ended November 30, 1938, 
and submit herewith the following statements and schedules:
Comparative Balance Sheet 
Report of Treasurer 
Report of Tax Collector 
Statement of Receipts, Expenditures 
and Appropriations 
Summary of Overdrafts and Unex-
pended Balances 
Analysis of the Net City Debt 
Bonds Outstanding 
Trust Funds 
Comments
In our opinion, subject to the comments submitted, the 
accompanying statements fairly reflect the financial condition 
of the City as of November 30, 1938, and the result of its 
operations for the year.
Respectfully submitted,
S t a t e  D e p t , o f  A u d i t , 
M . A .  N a p o l i t a n o .
*»
■ . • j • ; .
COMMENTS
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General Cash—-Petty Cash
-  • *
Cash received, as recorded, was properly accounted f o r ; 
properly substantiated by receipts, and reconciled with the 
deposits as reported by the bank.
Expenditures were made from properly authorized war-
rants and payments made by check; vouchers on file were 
test-checked to the warrants and found in agreement.
Petty Cash— Represents fund placed in custody of the tax 
collector for convenience of making change. This amount 
was verified by actual count.
Taxes
The records of the collector, applicable to the 1935-36-37 
and 1938 years, were examined, and as far as we could ascer-
tain, all taxes committed were found to be properly accounted 
for, either in cash, properly authorized abatements, or are 
still outstanding. No direct verifications by mail have been 
made.
Payments received on tax deeds and liens were verified and 
found properly accounted for.
Your attention is called to the amount of $108,065.33 
representing unpaid taxes applicable to the years 1920 to 
1934 inclusive. The collections during the current year on the 
above amount was $15.00. During the past several years col-
lections have been so comparatively small, especially on the 
1932 and prior years' taxes, that we recommend that some 
action should be taken relative to writing off all taxes con-
sidered uncollectible, rather than be carried on the books for 
an indefinite period and shown on the financial statement as 
an asset of the City.
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Cemetery Trust Funds
Trust funds as reported were verified and found properly 
substantiated by savings bank books, and all interest credited 
by the bank properly accounted for.
Sinking Fund
We have brought on the books and set up as an asset in the 
financial statement the amount on deposit in the Sinking 
Fund Account at the close of the fiscal year, of $42,344.01, 
which represents the annual appropriation of $10,000.00 
deposited during the 1935-36-37 and 1938 years plus the 
interest accrued and credited by the bank. This account is 
correlative to the $200,000.00 “ City of Biddeford Funding 
Bonds of 1929” which mature in 1949.
Detail reflecting the changes in the fund since the first 
deposit made in 1935 is shown on the report submitted by the 
Board of Sinking Fund Commission.
There still exists a liability from the General Revenue 
Account to the Sinking Fund Account representing the 
annual appropriations not provided for in the 1930-31-32 
and 1933 years and also the appropriation made in 1934, but 
used for general expenses— no commission had been created 
to comply with the requirements of the ordinance passed in 
1929.
Reference to this liability was made in the audit report 
submitted by the State in 1935.
We would recommend that some provision be made 
annually for the above mentioned.
Net City Debt
In order to reflect a proper comparison of accounts for the 
1937 year as compared with the 1938 year—-you will note that 
on the comparative balance sheet submitted, we have adjusted
*the Net City Debt Account, as reported at the close of the 
1937 year, by deducting from it and setting up in a separate 
account the amount on deposit in the sinking fund at the
9. . . ’ * • . * ' * •
close of the same period. If this adjustment had not been 
made, the 1938 accounts would show a sinking fund of 
$42,344.01 and none for 1937— when actually there was on 
deposit $31,533.04.
As no appropriation was made in the current year to pro-
vide for abatements of prior years' taxes, we have charged 
the Net City Debt Account direct, for the total abatements 
allowed during the year and applicable to the 1935-36 and 
1937 years.
General
Departmental receivables were submitted by the several 
departments. The annual reports submitted by the several 
departments were found in agreement with the City Auditor's 
books. It was reported that all bills and accounts payable 
have been paid.
W e wish to express our appreciation for the cooperation 
extended to us during the period of our examination.
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1855-
1857
1858-
1860
1860
1861-
1863-
1865-
1867-
1869
1870-
1872
1873 
1874-
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880 
1881- 
1883-
.1886-
1888-
1890-
1894-
1896-
1898-
1900-
1902-
1904-
1906-
1908-
M AYORS OF BIDDEFORD SINCE 1855
6 Daniel E. Somes, Republican 
James Andrews, Republican 
9 Cyrus Gordon, Democrat
Jonathan Tuck, Democrat
Esreff H. Banks, Republican, unexpired term of 
Jonathan Tuck 
2 Seth S. Fairfield, Democrat
4 John Q. Adams, Democrat
6 Charles A. Shaw, Democrat
8 Ferguson Haines, Democrat 
James R. Clark, Democrat
1 E. W . Wedgewood, Democrat 
Francis G. Warren, Democrat 
James IT. McMullan, Republican
5 Francis G. Warren, Democrat 
John H. Burnham, Democrat 
Alfred Pierce, Republican 
Charles M. Moses, Republican 
James A. Strout, Democrat 
Charles M. Moses, Republican
2 Elisha E. Clark,- Republican
5 E. W . Staples, Democrat
7 Samuel F. Parcher, Democrat
9 C. E. Goodwin, Democrat
3 E. W. Staples, Democrat
5 Charles S. Hamilton, Republican
7 / Carlos Heard, Citizen and Democrat 
9 Levi W . Stone, Citizen and Republican
1 Nathaniel B. Walker, Citizen, Democrat and
Republican
3 Joseph Gocch, Citizen, Republican and Democrat 
5 Nathaniel B. Walker, Citizen and Republican
7 Gilman P. Littlefield, Citizen and Republican
9 Cornelius Horigan, Democrat and Independent
/  -
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1910-2 Albert O. Marcille, Democrat and Independent
1913-5 James G. C. Smith, Democrat and Independent
1916 Leopold A. Girard, Democrat and Independent
1917-9 Hartley C. Banks, Democrat and Independent
1920 Thomas F. Locke, Democrat and Independent
1921 Ulysses E. Fosdick, Republican and Citizen
1922-5 Edward H. Drapeau, Democrat and Independent
1926-9 George C. Precourt, Progressive and Republican 
1930-1 Cornelius Horigan, Democrat and Independent
1932-3 Jerome A. Morin, Republican and Progressive
1934 George E. Beauchesne, Progressive
1935-6 Arthur J. Remillard, Democrat
1936-7 Frederick H. Mitchell, Democrat, unexpired term
of office of Arthur J. Remillard
1937-8 Wilfrid Landry, Democrat, unexpired term of
office of Frederick H. Mitchell
*
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CITY CLERKS OF BIDDEFORD SINCE 1855
1855-7 Levi Loring, Jr.
1857-9 Frederick D. Edgerly
I860 George H. Knowlton
1861-9 Frederick D. Edgerly
1870-2 John A. Staples
1873-4 Cyrus P. Berry
1875-6 Samuel Tripp
1877-8 Cyrus P. Berry
1879 Frank W. Roberts
1880-2 Charles H. Parcher
1883-93 Edgar A. Hubbard
1894-5 Charles E. Pillsbury
1896-7 William P. Freeman
1898-9 Dennis Murphy
1900-3 Dayton T. Moore
1904-6 Daniel H. B. Hooper
1907-9 Albert O. Marcille
1910-7 Thomas F. Locke
1918-21 Edmond Bergeron
1922 Ernest Petit
1923-5 Arthur H. Hevey
1926-9 Alfred Lantagne
1930-1 Joseph J. Salvas
1932-4 Joseph O. LaCourse
1935-8 Armand Duquette
RECEIVE
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